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Correspondence from Germany

Spremberg, January 6, 1907

The Christmas holidays, this time,
were much according to the wishes of the
people, namely, the cold and the snow. The
latter came already on December 10, till it had
snowed as much as 10 inches. It had also
frozen enough to make the roads good for the
sleds, since, for several years, you could not
go sleigh riding. Unfortunately, there were
also more than enough accidents. The horses
would break through the snow and people
were injured when their sleds overturned. But
this did not hinder them, they just drove on.
The children enjoyed being on the ice. And the
farmers were busy doing their threshing in the
barns.

Right now, it is snowing heavily again,
so it looks like we might have a more severe
winter, something we did not have up to now.
Here and there, are people who froze when
they get lost in the snow. Many lose their way
and end up in the water, which is cold but not
frozen over. If such an unlucky one falls into
the water, even though it is not deep, the water
is very cold and the strong wind has made
them freeze close to home, when their calls for
help were not heard by anyone in the dark
night. But with that I will close.

M. Hantschko

Translated by Ed Bernthal
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